The Calculation Policy
A guide for Parents

This policy is designed to give you a clear idea of the level your child
should be working at as they work their way through the school, and
the strategies that they will be using.

This should show you the different methods that we use to help
support your child when they are completing written calculations.

The policy clearly shows how children should work
through each of the four operations (+, -, x, ÷).

Reception
Addition
Pictures / marks / practical activities

Subtraction
Pictures / marks / practical activities

There are 3 cars in the garage. 2 more arrive.
How many are there now?
(Do this using toy cars and a pretend garage!)

We made 6 cakes. We ate 2 of them.
How many cakes are left?

Multiplication
Pictures / marks / practical activities
How many wheels do we need to make 3 lego
cars?

How many times do numbers and
shapes crop up in our
every day lives?

Remember!! You can ask your child’s teacher for help and ideas at any time.

Year 1
Addition
Number lines (numbered)

Subtraction
Pictures / marks
Sam spent 4p. What was his change from 10p?

Record by drawing jumps on prepared lines

Multiplication
Pictures and symbols
There are 3 sweets in 1 bag.
How many sweets are there in 5 bags?

Division
Pictures and marks
12 children get into teams of 4 to play a game. How many
teams are there?

Reception and Year 1 cont…….

The most important thing to remember when your child is in
Reception and Year 1 is that activities need to be practical!

There are opportunities to develop your child’s mathematical ability in play and
every day activities such as:







matching socks
counting the number of stairs
putting the correct number of tins into a supermarket trolley
singing counting songs in the car
recognising shapes in the park
laying the table for tea

Remember!! You can ask your child’s teacher for help and ideas at any time.

Year 2
Addition

Subtraction

Multiplication

Division

Remember!! You can ask your child’s teacher for help and ideas at any time.

Year 2 cont…….

As your child moves through school, their work will become more formal but this
should not replace the practical activities that the children need to do at school
and at home.
There are opportunities to develop your child’s mathematical ability in play and
every day activities such as:







Helping to sort the laundry
counting money out in supermarkets
working out what time programmes on television start
singing counting songs in the car
counting savings
laying the table for tea

Year 3

Remember! You can ask your child’s teacher about this at any
time.

Year 4

Grouping.
This can be done by taking away groups of the same size.
For example here we take away 5 groups of 6

Sharing
This is done by sharing out a number of objects into a
certain number of groups .i.e.
15 = 3 groups of 5

Remember! You can ask your child’s teacher about this at any time.

Year 5

Remember! You can ask your child’s teacher about this at
any time.
Year 6

Year 6 cont…….
Year 6 also use a strategy called “Coin Maths” to help with mental
calculations. This can be used with all numbers and a range of calculations
once the children are familiar with it!!
X 16

1. We start with 1 x 16 = 16
2. Then we can work out 10 x 16 = 160

1
2
5

16
32
80

3. Next we double 1 x 16 to get 2 x 16 = 32
4. Finally we halve 10 x 16 to get 5 x 15 = 80
From this we can work out any multiple of 16
21 x 16 =

160 + 160 +16 = 336

13 x 16 =

160 +32 + 16 = 208

Please come and speak to your child’s teacher
if you want this explaining.
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Standard Written Methods
In addition to the methods from previous pages, we also use and teach the standard written methods which parents
may have been taught themselves at school. We do this as all children learn differently and need to find a method that
they understand and feel confident with. Below are examples of addition, subtraction and long multiplication. We do not
teach the standard written method for division as children do not understand it and find it very difficult to get right.

Addition

Subtraction

Long Multiplication

If you have any questions or want any of the examples explained then please come in and see us!
We will be very pleased to help.

