
 
 
Medium-Term Planning Format 
 

 
Cohort Year 4 

Enquiry Question 
 (QUESTIONING) 

What happens to the food we eat? 

Enquiry Driver Science 
 
 

Enquiry Enhancer DT- cooking and Nutrition 
 

Main Enquiry Theme Animals including humans – digestive system 
 

National Curriculum 
Objective • Describe the simple functions of the basic parts of the digestive system in hu-

mans 

• Identify the different types of teeth in humans and their simple functions 
• Construct and interpret a variety of food chains, identifying producers, preda-

tors and prey 
Key Knowledge and 
Skills (driver) 

To describe the simple functions of the basic parts of the digestive system in humans 
To identify the different types of teeth in humans and their simple functions 
To compare the teeth of herbivores and carnivores? 
Identify body parts associated with the digestive system. 
Identify similarities and differences when talking about the science processes for the digestive 
system of a human and animal. 
Identify the different types of teeth and their functions. 
Compare how human teeth compare to other animals. 
Identify similarities and differences or changes when talking about science processes linked to 
comparing teeth. 
Choose appropriate ways to record and present information - use mirrors to count teeth and 
categorize them. 
Make systematic and careful observations on how saliva starts the process of digestion. 

Key Knowledge and 
Skills (enhancer) 

To use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of innovative, functional, 
appealing products that are fit for purpose, aimed at particular individuals or groups. 
 
To know about the need for food for activity and growth, and about the importance of an adequate and 
varied diet for health. 
 
To know what to do to be hygienic and safe. 

To think about what they can do to present their product in an interesting way?  

Main Text The Demon Dentist- David Walliams                           A range of Non-Fiction T ext  
                                                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Main Writing Genre  
Explanation text 
 
Persuasion  
 
Poetry 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Enquiry Hook 
(Questioning) 
[Experiences/ 
experts] 

 
Digestive Dome- a first- hand experience of the digestive system. 
Visit from the school nurse to talk about dental hygiene- plaque, flossing 
 

Subsidiary Enquiries  
LC1 What is digestion and what are the main parts of the system? 

LC2 Why do we need a digestive system? 

LC3 Could I function without a part of the digestive system? 

LC4 What types of food do we need? 

LC5 Do different teeth do different jobs? 
 

Reflection of 
Learning 
(SHARING) 

Children to produce an information board to be displayed in each classroom. 
7 GROUPS 

Potential Sticky 
Knowledge 

FUN FACT- STICKY KNOWLEGDE 
• The small intestine is about 7 metres long. 
• The surface area is around 250 square metres, or about the size of 

a tennis court! 
• We make 1 to 3 pints of saliva a day. 
• Food stays in your stomach for 3 to 4 hours. 

 
Pupils should know: 
the key parts of the human digestive system. 
the purpose of the different parts. 
the position of these parts in the body. 
the order the key parts of the human digestive system 
the different types of teeth. 
the purpose of these different types of teeth. 
why teeth are shaped to fit their purpose. 

Knowledge Mat 
 

See link to document. 
 
 

Additional Links British Values Outdoor Learning Community  
 
 
 
 

  

Citizenship Global Neighbours Home Learning 
 
 
 

  



 
 
 

 


