
 
 
Long-Term Planning Format 
 

 
Cohort Year 5 

Enquiry Question 
 (QUESTIONING) 

Who were the Mayans and what have we learnt from them? 

Enquiry Driver History 
 
 

Enquiry Enhancer DT/ART 
 
 

Main Enquiry Theme A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study 
chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; 
Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300. 
 
 

National Curriculum 
Objective 

Know about the impact that one of the following ancient societies had on the world: the 
Mayan civilization.  

Know why they were considered an advanced society in relation to that period of time in 
Europe 

 
Key Knowledge and 
Skills (driver) 

Know about when and where the Mayan lived. 
To know that Maya describes the indigenous peoples of Belize, Honduras, Guatemala and 
south-Eastern Mexico. 
Know that the Maya civilisation created beautiful writing using logograms and hieroglyphs. 
To understand the importance of weaving to the Maya and learn how to weave. 
To know that the Mayans were an advanced society and excelled in their use of 
mathematics, astronomy and the calendar. 
To know the Mayans constructed and perfected the Mesoamerican calendar. 
To learn about why the Mayans abandoned their cities. 
 

 
Key Knowledge and 
Skills (enhancer) 

DT 
Through a variety of creative and practical activities, pupils should be taught the knowledge, 
understanding and skills needed to engage in an iterative process of designing and making. 
They should work in a range of relevant contexts [for example, the home, school, leisure, 
culture, enterprise, industry and the wider environment]. 
Do they think what the user would want when choosing textiles? 

How have they made their product attractive and strong?  

Can they make up a prototype first? 

Can they use a range of joining techniques?  

 
Art 
Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of 
materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of 
art, craft and design. 
• recognise when art is from different cultures 

 

 
 



Main Text The Chocolate Tree  
The Corn Grows Ripe Dorothy Rhoads 
 
                                                

 
Main Writing Genre Non-Chronological 

Reports 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Enquiry Hook 
(Questioning) 
[Experiences/ 
experts] 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Subsidiary Enquiries  
LC1 Who were the Mayans and where did they live? 

LC2 What evidence do we have that the Mayans were an advanced 
civilization? 

LC3 Why was the sun an important feature in Mayan life? 

LC4 Why was weaving so important in Mayan society? 

LC5 What caused the Mayan Civilization to disappear? 
 

Reflection of 
Learning 
(SHARING) 

Create a television documentary to explain to everyone about the life of the Mayans. 
 
 

Potential Sticky 
Knowledge 

The Mayans were expert mathematicians and astronomers. They used this expertise to make 
calendars. 
Although the Mayans had metal working skills, metal ores were scare. Mayans used stone 
tools to carve the limestone that they used for their buildings. 
Mayan religion was extremely blood thirsty demanding human sacrifices and blood-letting 
rituals. The Mayans believed in an after-life and that those who were sacrificed as well as 
those killed in war and women who died in child birth went to ‘the place of misty sky.’ 
At the top of Mayan society was the king and royal family who were believed to be closely 
linked to the Gods. An educated elite of scribes, priests and nobles formed the ruling class, 
they occupied the finest buildings in the city. 
Mayan society was formed of a number of city states each with their own ruler. 
Mayan culture was well established by 1000BCE and it lasted until 1697. 
 
 
 

Knowledge Mat 
 

See link to document. 
 
 

Additional Links British Values Outdoor Learning Community  
Mutual respect and 
tolerance of different 
religious beliefs. 
 
 
 
 

  



Citizenship Global Neighbours Home Learning 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Know where the Mayan 
civilisation lived and identify 
this on a map/atlas. 

Children to research a 
Mayan city. What can they 
find out about it? What was 
it like?  
Children to produce a fact-
file. 

 


