Hello. My name is Victoria Kindon and I am the Special Educational Needs and Disabilities
Co-ordinator (SENDCO) at Beever Primary School.

At Beever Primary School we are committed to ensuring that all of our children achieve their
full potential. We work hard to remove any barriers that may be affecting learning and aim
to provide all children with the support they need to make progress and succeed. However,
we understand that children learn at different rates and that some children require more
personalised help. We embrace the fact that every child is different and therefore the
educational needs of every child are different and we work collaboratively to ensure each
child gets a quality learning experience that meets their needs.
What does SEND mean?
SEND stands for Special Educational Need/Disability. It is a term used in schools to describe
a child who needs extra help with their learning and/or support to access the curriculum.
How does the school identify children who may have a SEND?
 Some children have already been identified before they start with us. This is usually
done by a Health Visitor, doctor or pre-school setting. If this happens, we work with
the people who already know the child, before they start school, and use this
information to plan what they might need in our school setting.


We rely heavily on parents. YOU know your child best. If you have any concerns
regarding their progress or general development, we want to know. We will then
look into it and share with you what we find.



All staff in school observe and assess children regularly. If we notice that your child is
not making the same progress as other children, we will give them some extra
support (sometimes called ‘intervention’). If this does not help as much as we would
like, we will ask you to come into school to discuss next steps.

What happens if school has a concern about your child’s progress?
We will ask you to come into school so that we can talk about our concerns and find out
more information from you. Often, you as parents can ‘shed more light’ onto the difficulties
your child is having, which then helps us to identify a way forward. At this stage, your child
will be categorised as requiring ‘SEN support’, but please do not worry about this – it is not a
label that will stick with your child for the rest of their lives. In many cases, it is a temporary
issue that resolves itself once the right support has been given.

What happens once a child has been identified as needing SEN Support?
Together with parents we identify the main areas of difficulty and consider what might be
causing these. We will also set out everything we, as a school, will do to help your child to
achieve their targets, along with ideas/strategies that you can do at home. This information
will be recorded on a One Page Profile.
If children require SEN support, what will school provide for them?
Support can be provided in lots of different ways. Some of these include:
 Small group sessions in Reading, Writing and Maths.
 Activities to develop social interaction with others.
 Targeted interventions – following advice from other agencies (e.g. Speech &
Language therapists, Educational Psychologists, Occupational therapists, etc.)
 Pre/post-tutoring – talking through new topic before and after they are
taught, to consolidate understanding.
 Access to assistive technology, i.e. a laptop with special software (especially if
a child struggles with handwriting and/or spelling.)
 Extra help in lessons, from the teacher or a teaching assistant.
 Using a range of resources, e.g. Numicon (to develop understanding of
number).
 Providing a place for children to ‘calm down’ if they need it.
 Giving children someone to talk to about their feelings (i.e. the pastoral lead
or another adult they feel comfortable with.)
How will the curriculum be matched to a child’s need?
All staff in school are trained to identify aspects that children find challenging. We then
adapt our approach so that children are able to access learning at their level. This may be via
a different task/activity; modified resources or a higher degree of adult support.
How will school know if the extra support is working?
We monitor children even more closely and regularly assess how well they are doing. We
also meet with parents at least termly to review how things are going. You will be invited to
a ‘Structured Conversation’ (sometimes known as Pupil Centred Review’), with the class
teacher and SENDCO every term. Together we will discuss your child’s targets and how they
have progressed towards them, and work in partnership to set new targets.
What happens if the support that school provides does not appear to be working?
If this is the case, we may call upon the advice of other agencies, with your consent. We use
a wide range of services to support our children and families such as:
 QEST (Quality and Effectiveness Support from the Local Authority)
 Educational Psychology
 Speech and language therapy (SALT)
 Early Help
 Visual impairment team
 Hearing impairment team
 Occupational therapy
 Healthy Young Minds (Formerly Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service - CAMHS)

 School nurse
 Jigsaw (behaviour management)
 Paediatrician
What happens if my child has high level needs that require more specialised support
and/or funding?
At this point we will need to consider applying for an EHC Assessment. This is a process
where we have to submit evidence to an external panel, to determine whether an EHC plan
is a suitable way forward (see below for an explanation of an EHC plan). If this is agreed, and
an EHC plan is produced, school will receive additional money into school for which to
support the child. This money can be spent on a range of things, including adult support,
resources, etc. This should hopefully then lead to a faster rate of progress. An EHC plan is
reviewed annually and will stay with the child for as long as they need it, even if they move
school.
What is an Education & Health Care plan?
This is also known as an EHC plan. It is a co-ordinated way that different agencies can come
together to support the child. It is a legal document that describes a child or young person’s
educational, health and social care needs and sets out the additional support needed to
meet those needs.
What training do school staff have in supporting children with SEN?
Training is based upon the needs of individual staff and individual children. As a school, we
make sure that any member of staff who is supporting a child with SEN has access to
relevant training and support, so that they are better able to cater for the child’s
personalised needs.
Will my child be left out of any activity because of his/her SEN?
Beever Primary is fully inclusive, which means that we take steps to make sure that ALL
children are included in every aspect, regardless of a particular difficulty. We select activities
and trip destinations that all children can access and make adjustments, if necessary, to
enable full participation.
Where else can I find more information?
CoP
Where else can I find support?
Local Offer
POINT
EH

