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Story Garden
The Reading Agency is excited to announce this year’s Summer Reading Challenge: Story
Garden

The Summer Reading Challenge is taking place at all libraries in Oldham and Gallery Oldham
from Saturday 12 July until Saturday 6 September.

Calling all outdoor explorers... It's challenge time! Read six library books over the summer or
challenge your own personal reading goal to collect stickers and rewards. Finishers will
receive a certificate and medal to take into school.

Visit any library at any time to join.

Become part of the Story Garden at every library and Gallery Oldham with exciting weekly
activities.

Saturday 12 July 2025 - Sign Up at Story Fest (Oldham) or visit any library — Free, drop-In.
Saturday 6 September 2025 — Celebration Day at all libraries — Free, drop-in.

Wednesdays and Thursdays: Weekly activities at Oldham Library and Gallery
Oldham — watch this space for our Eventbrite Summer Reading Challenge Collection for
further details and to book...

Check our What’s On? Calendar for Community Library Activities — weekly activities to be
confirmed.


https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
https://hla.oldham.gov.uk/whats-on/children-families
https://readingagency.org.uk/the-summer-reading-challenge-2025-story-garden-takes-reading-to-the-great-outdoors/

Most community library sessions are drop in but some do require booking so please check
the details to avoid disappointment.

Find us on Facebook Oldham Library events
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Story Garden Book Collection

The 2025 Summer Reading Challenge Book Collection features 59 captivating titles for
different reading levels, including picture books, early readers, and middle grade titles, as
well as dyslexia-friendly titles. With a mix of fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and graphic novels,
the collection has been carefully curated to engage young minds with the wonders of the
great outdoors with the input of reading specialists and an expert reading panel.

The Challenge is supported by publishers from across the UK, who submitted 273 titles for
consideration this year. Our expert readers’ panel — including librarians, teachers, reading
group leaders — helped curate the collection by reviewing and recommending books that
best fit the Story Garden theme.

Storytime Online
Scan the QR codes to access free books. Visit the Storytime Online website.



https://www.facebook.com/OldhamLibraryService
https://readingagency.org.uk/katya-balen-chris-packham-and-hamza-yassin-feature-on-this-years-story-garden-summer-reading-challenge-book-collection/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/resources/storytime-online/
https://readingagency.org.uk/katya-balen-chris-packham-and-hamza-yassin-feature-on-this-years-story-garden-summer-reading-challenge-book-collection/

https://bit.ly/2A7MEQu

Look Up!

Nathan Bryon and Dapo
Adeola

Storytime and draw-
along
Read by Nathan Bryon

Octopants

Suzy Senior & Claire Powell

Storytime
Read by Suzy Senior

Shark in the
Park

Nick Sharratt

Storytime & draw-
along
Read by Nick Sharratt

https://bit.ly/3dgwUUM

Supertato

Sue Hendra & Paul Linnet

Storytime
Read by Sue Hendra

For more book lists themed by age group or topic, visit booksfortopics.com



https://glodwickinfantandnurseryschool.co.uk/_images/2015224_l.jpg
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When a Dragon
Comes to Stay

Caryl Hart & Rosalind
Beardshaw

Storytime
Read by Caryl Hart

Everybody has
a body!

Jon Burgerman

Storytime & draw-
along
Read by Jon Burgerman

We're Going on

a Bear Hunt
Michoel Rosen & Helen
Oxenbury

Story Performance
Read by Michael Rosen

SCAN ME

https://bit.ly/3fuloMli

Stick Man

Julia Donaldson & Axel

Scheffler

Storytime
Read by Axel Scheffler
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i For more book lists themed by age group or topic, visit booksfortopics.com




Beegu

Alexis Deacon

Storytime & draw-
along
Read by Alexis Deacon

The Monkey
with a Bright

Blue Bottom

Steve Smallman & Nick Schon
Storytime

Read by Steve

https://bit ly/2L40wcC Smallman

Grandad’s

Island
Benji Davies

Storytime
Read by Benji Davies

Barry the Fish

with Fingers
Sue Hendro & Paul Linnet

SCAN ME Storytime
Read by Sue Hendra

https://bit.ly/2LaluZa
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Storytime
Online!

The Marvellous
Moon Map

by Teresa Heapy & David
Litchfield

Storytime & draw-
along

Read by Teresa Heapy

Elmer
David McKee

Storytime
Read by David McKee

The

Bumblebear
Nadia Shireen

Storytime
Read by Nadia Shireen

Once Upon a
Wild Wood

Chris Riddell

Storytime (longer

story)
https://bit.ly/3bdiZDO Read by Chris Riddell

SCAN ME

For more book lists themed by age group or topic, visit booksfortopics.com



i How to Train

i Your Dragon
| Cressida Cowell

- Storytime (extract -

' full book also available

. chapter by chapter!)

Read by Cressida Cowell

' You're a Bad

Man, Mr Gum!
Andy Stanton & David
Tazzyman

. Storytime (extract)
' Read by Andy Stanton

' The Great
- Chocoplot

; Chris Callaghan

. Storytime (extract)

’ Read by Chris
| Callaghan

'Sam Wu is NOT
' afraid of the
' DARK

l Katie Tsang, Kevin Tsang,
| Nathan Reed

SCAN ME | Storytime (extract)
nttps//bitly/2wAIwvb | Read by Katie & Kevin Tsang

For more book lists themed by age group or topic, visit booksfortopics.com




The Boy who

Grew Dragons
Andy Shepherd

Storytime (extract - full
book also available chapter
by chapter!)

Read by Andy Shepherd

Dard Waltic Gangsta Granny

@ ; e s ; David Walliams & Tony Ross
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Storytime (extract)
Read by David
Walliams

Amelia Fang and
the Memory Thief
Loura Ellen Anderson
Storytime (extract)
Read by Laura Ellen
Anderson

The Apprentice
Witch

James Nicol

SCAN ME Storytime (extract)
httos://bit ly/2WeNnWQ Read by James Nicol
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Murder Most
Unladylike

Robin Stevens

Storytime (extract)
Read by Robin Stevens

Artemis Fowl

Eoin Colfer

Storytime (extract)
Read by Eoin Colfer

Kid Normal and

the Rogue Heroes
Greg James, Chris Smith &
Erica Salcedo

Storytime (extract)
Read by Greg James &
Chris Smith
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A Pocketful of
Stars

Aisha Bushby

Storytime (extract)
Read by Aisha Bushby

For more book lists themed by age group or topic, visit booksfortopics.com




Charlie Changes

Into a Chicken
Sam Copeland & Sarah Horne

Storytime (extract - full
book also avallable chapter by
chapter!)

Read by Sam Copeland

Orphans of the
Tide

Struan Murray & Manuel
Sumberac

Storytime (extract)
Read by Struan Murray

The Girl of Ink
and Stars

Kiran Millwood Hargrave

Storytime (extract)
Read by Kiran
Millwood Hargrave

Four Children
and It

Jocqueline Wilson

Storytime (extract)
SCAN ME Read by Jacqueline

https://bit.ly/3bluOnk Wilson

For more book lists themed by age group or topic, visit booksfortopics.com




