
 

 
Medium-Term Planning Format 
 

 
Cohort Year 2 

Enquiry Question 
(QUESTIONING) 

 
How is the UK different to the Polar Regions? 

Enquiry Driver 
 
Geography 
 

Enquiry 
Enhancer 

 
D&T 
 

Main Enquiry 
Theme 

Locational knowledge (Polar regions) 

National 
Curriculum 
Objective 

 Geography 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans. 

Design and Technology 

When designing and making, pupils should be taught to: 

 Select from and use a range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks (for 
example, cutting, shaping, joining and finishing). 

 Select from and use a wide range of materials and components, including construction 
materials, textiles and ingredients, according to their characteristics. 

Key Knowledge 
and Skills 
(driver) 

 

 Can I name and locate the seven continents of the world? 

 Can I name and locate the five oceans of the world? 

 Can I ask and answer geographical questions such as: What is this place like? What or who 
will I see in this place? What do people do in this place? 

 Can I talk about hot and cold parts of the world, discussing in relation to the equator and the 
North/South Pole? 

 

Key Knowledge 
and Skills 
(enhancer) 

 

 Can I measure and mark out to the nearest centimetre? 

 Can I join textiles using running stitch? 

 Can I cut materials safely using tools provided? 

 Can I choose the right materials when making a product according to the properties needed? 

 Can I make products, refining the design as my work progresses?  

 Can I measure or weigh using measuring cups or electronic scales? 

 Can I describe the properties of the ingredients I am using? 

 Can I explain what it means to be hygienic? 

 

(Children will make/stitch jumpers for penguins and they will make/decorate buns and biscuits to 
sell in order to raise money to adopt a polar animal). 

 



Main Text 

 The Great Explorer by Chris Judge 

 Lost and Found by Oliver Jeffers 

 The Last Polar Bears by Harry Horse 

 The Emperor’s Egg by Martin Jenkins 

       

           

Main Writing 
Genre 

Diary Entry 

 
 
 
Information Text 

 

The children will read the book ‘The Great Explorer’                                            
and will write diary entries in role of the dad/explorer.  

 

The children will write information texts about chosen                                           
Arctic animals. 

.  
 

Enquiry Hook 
(Questioning) 
[Experiences/ 
experts] 

 Planet Earth DVDs 

 Adopt a polar bear/penguin 

 Visit a zoo where children can see animals that are found in the Polar Regions e.g. 
penguins and polar bears.   

Subsidiary 
Enquiries 

 

LC1 What is a continent and what are the five oceans? 

LC2 Where are the coldest places on Earth and why are they so cold? 

LC3 Where is the Arctic Circle and what is it like to live there? 

LC4 How is the UK different from the Polar Regions? 

LC5 What wildlife can be found in the Polar Regions? 

LC6 Why are the animals in the Polar Regions endangered?  
 

Reflection of 
Learning 
(SHARING) 

 
The children will share their fact files about endangered animals to other children within the 
school to share the importance. 
 
The children will write a persuasive letter to the government on how we can help support the 
endangered species.  
 

Potential Sticky 
Knowledge 

 

 There are seven continents: Asia, Africa, North America, South America, Antarctica, 
Europe and Australia. 

 There are five oceans: The Arctic, Southern, Indian, Atlantic and Pacific. 

 In the Polar Regions they only have two seasons which are Summer and Winter. 

 The North Pole is the most northern point in the world. The area around the North Pole 
is known as the Arctic. 

 The South Pole is the most southern point in the world. The area around the South Pole 
is known as the Antarctic.  

 The polar regions (the North and South Poles) are the coldest places on Earth. 

 The North and South Poles are the axis points on Earth (the Earth spins from these two 
points). 

 Polar bears, the arctic fox, reindeer, walruses and beluga whales live in the Arctic Circle. 

 Emperor penguins are Antarctica’s most famous resident, but seals and birds are also 
found here. 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/268263/the-last-polar-bears/9780140363821&psig=AOvVaw0ERgqOTuX-kepNPzqtZzwq&ust=1592843295595000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLC_nJmpk-oCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.amazon.co.uk/Emperors-Egg-Nature-Storybooks/dp/1406313017&psig=AOvVaw3y8vTOtN4wKlwQFs0Zx5Ot&ust=1592843237125000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMjY6_uok-oCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.amazon.co.uk/Chris-Judge-Great-Explorer/dp/B00NBDD6VI&psig=AOvVaw21sK93cAGrsJDDtvayGke8&ust=1585224138409000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLCQv_PJtegCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.amazon.co.uk/Lost-Found-Oliver-Jeffers/dp/0007150369&psig=AOvVaw1rAbKEQLv_ej97VcHOxuvc&ust=1585224186736000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMi75orKtegCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


Knowledge Mat 
 

 

 
 

Other curriculum areas which are to be taught discretely: 

 
Religious 
Education 
 
 
 

 
What makes some places sacred? 
 

 Can I identify core Muslim beliefs about prayer and mosques and about the pilgrimage, Hajj: 
why are these important?  

 Can I recognise that there are special places where people go to worship?  

 Can I give clear, simple accounts of what these special, sacred places mean to believers? 

 Can I talk about ways in which stories, objects, symbols and actions used in mosques or on 
Hajj, show what Muslim people believe? 

 Can I give examples of ways in which Muslim believers put their beliefs into action? 

 Can I think, talk and ask questions about whether my learning about Muslim worship has 
something to say to me? 

 Can I describe some of the ways Muslims use their holy places and about how these 
activities might make them feel, connecting to my own emotions? 

 

PSHCE 
 
 
 
 

Understanding groups and Looking after me 
 

 What are rights and responsibilities? 

 How do I contribute? 

 How can I save our planet? 

 Where could my money come from? 
 

 
(see Talking Points curriculum for the full programme breakdown) 
 
 

Music 
 
 

 
See the Charanga programme for an in-depth overview of the National Curriculum links, key 
outcomes, learning challenges and skills. 
 
Unit 3- I wanna play in a band 

 

Physical 
Education 
 
 
 

Small sided games and activities using attacking and defending principles sending, receiving  
using hands and feet (e.g. football, handball, netball, hockey activities and benchball) 
 

 Can I stop the ball with basic control using different parts of my body? 

 Can I send a ball in the direction of another in different ways? 

 Can I take part in sending and receiving using a variety of throwing and catching techniques? 

 Can I throw, catch and bounce in different ways when standing or on the move? 

 Can I aim at a large target using different objects? 

 Can I use and vary simple tactics? 

 Can I start to develop new skills relevant to specific invasion/ net & wall/ striking & fielding 
games? 

 



Dance 
 

 Can I perform dance actions with control and coordination? 

 Can I link movements together to make a sequence to communicate mood and feelings? 

 Can I begin to evaluate my own and others and suggest ways to improve? 
 

Computing See DB Primary Programming for an in-depth overview of the National Curriculum links, key 
outcomes, learning challenges and skills. 
 
Unit 9: Programming and Control 

 
 

Science 
 

Animals, including humans 
 
Pupils should be taught to: 
 

• Notice that animals, including humans, have offspring which grow into adults. 
• Find out about and describe the basic needs of animals, including humans, for survival (water, 
food and air). 
• Describe the importance for humans of exercise, eating the right amounts of different types of 
food, and hygiene. 
 

 Can I describe what animals needs to survive? 

 Can I explain that animals grow and reproduce? 

 Can I explain why animals have offspring? 

 Can I describe the lifecycle of some living things? e.g. egg, chick, chicken. 

 Can I explain the basic needs of animals, including humans? 

 Can I describe why exercise and a balanced diet are important for humans?  

 Can I explain how animals get their food and draw a simple food chain? 
 
 

Additional Links British Values Outdoor Learning  Community 

 
 
 

  

Citizenship (Beever Pledge) Global Neighbours Home Learning 

 
Fundraising to sponsor                  
either a polar bear or                 
penguin. 
 

 
To identify the hot 
and cold regions on a 
map and globe.  

 
Fact file about endangered animals. 

 


